FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Vertical Farming in Africa to Boost Growth
at September Urban Agri Summit in Johannesburg
SINGAPORE (27 June 2017) - International experts, regional authorities, investors and stakeholders
from the agriculture sector will gather on September 7-8 in Johannesburg, South Africa for the
inaugural Urban Agri Summit 2017. The two-day event will serve as a springboard to support the
successful launch of Vertical Farming, Greenhouse and Control Environment Agriculture across
Africa's urban landscape to help address the needs of the continent's rapidly growing populations.
Dr Esther Ndumi Ngumbi, Food Security Fellow with New Voices, The Aspen Institute and
previously Mentor for Agriculture at the Clinton Global University Initiative (CGI U), said, "I believe
it is about time Africa has the conversations about vertical farming and other innovative urban
agriculture practices. With the urban population expected to rise for most of the African cities, there
will be the need for innovative approaches to feed the urban population. I do believe that Africa’s
farms have to start going vertical."
Various initiatives have already been undertaken by South Africa to spur innovation in its agriculture
sector. Together with other Sub-Saharan African cities in Nigeria and Kenya, South African
metropolises are joining the footsteps of many global cities to introduce sustainable urban indoor
farming. Africa has unique opportunities for vertical farms and Controlled Environment Agriculture.
Vertical farming (including its variations) is one of the most innovative approaches that can be tapped
as part of an effort to grow fresh, healthy, nutritious and pesticide-free food for consumers.
Jana Jordaan, Sustainable Agriculture Analyst at GreenCape said: “We are very excited that the
Urban Agri Summit will be taking place in Johannesburg this year. Our 2017 Agriculture Market
Intelligence Report has shown that there are significant opportunities for farmers, investors and
businesses in controlled environment agriculture (CEA) in the region. The Urban Agri Summit is a
great platform where international experiences and ideas are shared, influencing opportunities and
overcoming barriers to the growth of the CEA market. We believe the summit is a great opportunity to
not only support the growth of the CEA market in South Africa, but also support South Africa’s
transition to a more resilient green economy."
Highlights of the Summit include insightful presentations and engaging panel discussions by
international organisations and experts from Europe, the Middle East, Australia and the USA,
combined with a technology showcase.
This industry event is supported by the Association for Vertical Farming (AVF) and by the
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP).
The AVF's Stephane Razzon said, "The event holds an unprecedented opportunity for the African
continent to be introduced with the most cutting-edge technologies in agriculture. Controlled
Environment Agriculture, Vertical Farming and advanced greenhouse methods are bound to
completely transform food systems in developing countries and developed countries alike. We at the
AVF believe the global Vertical Farming market is now ready to make a notable impact on the
agricultural sector in Africa. It will require from us all to be in the right place and in the right time, which
is clearly at the Urban Agri Summit 2017.:
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Notes for Editor:

About Magenta Global – Owner & Organizer
Magenta Global Pte Ltd is a premier independent business media company that provides pragmatic and relevant information to
government & business executives and professionals worldwide. The organization provides the opportunity to share thoughtprovoking insights, exchange ideas on the latest industry trends and technological developments with thought leaders and
business peers. With a strong focus in emerging economies especially in Africa, Middle East & Central Asia, Magenta Global
works in partnership with both the public and private sectors. www.magenta-global.com.sg.

About the Association of Vertical Farming - Supporting Organisation
The Association for Vertical Farming (AVF) is an internationally active non-profit organization of individuals, companies,
research institutions and universities focusing on advancing Vertical Farming technologies, designs and businesses. The
vision of the AVF is to lead the Vertical Farming movement to facilitate healthy food, green jobs, environmental protection and
climate change resilience globally. The AVF offers news from the vertical farming industry, tools and resources, awards and
workshops, annual summits, exchange of know-how and technology as well as facilitating synergies and potential partnerships.
www.vertical-farming.net.

About the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) - Supporting Organisation
REEEP invests in clean energy markets in developing countries to reduce CO2 emissions and build prosperity. Leveraging a
strategic portfolio of high impact projects, REEEP creates, adapts and shares knowledge to build sustainable markets for
renewable energy and energy efficient solutions; advance energy access, improve lives and economic opportunities; and
reduce climate and environmental damage.
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